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interpret it incorrectly, so you should wait till you reach Medina, as it is the place of emigration and the
place of Prophet’s Traditions, and there you can come in touch with the learned and noble people, and tell
them your ideas with confidence; and the learned people will understand your statement and put it in its
proper place.” On that, "Umar said, By Allah! Allah willing, | will do this in the first speech | will deliver

before the people in Medina.” Ibn "Abbas added: \We reached Medina by the end of the month of Dhul-

Hijja, and when it was Friday, we went quickly (to the mosque) as soon as the sun had declined, and | saw

Sa’id bin Zaid bin “Amr bin Nufail sitting at the corner of the pulpit, and | too sat close to him so that my
knee was touching his knee, and after a short while "Umar bin Al-Khattab came out, and when | saw him
coming towards us, | said to Sa’id bin Zaid bin “Amr bin Nufail "Today “Umar will say such a thing as he
has never said since he was chosen as Caliph.” Sa id denied my statement with astonishment and said,

“What thing do you expect "Umar to say the like of which he has never said before?” In the meantime,
hat thing do \ pect U to say the like of which he | d before!” In th t

"Umar sat on the pulpit and when the callmakers for the prayer had finished their call, "Umar stood up,

and having glorified and praised Allah as He deserved, he said, "Now then, | am going to tell you something

which (Allah) has written for me to say. | do not know; perhaps it portends my death, so whoever

understands and remembers it, must narrate it to the others wherever his mount takes him, but if
somebody is afraid that he does not understand it, then it is unlawful for him to tell lies about me.

Then

Allah's Apostle said, ‘Do not praise me excessively as Jesus, son of Marry was praised, but call me All5j 5

Slave and His Apostles.’ (O people!) | have been informed that a speaker amongst you says, 'By Allah, 1f

Umar should die, | will give the pledge of allegiance to such-and-such person.” One should not deceive
oneself by saying that the pledge of allegiance given to Abu Bakr was given suddenly and it was successful.

No doubt, it was like that, but Allah saved (the people) from its evil, and there is none among you who has
the qualities of Abu Bakr. Remember that whoever gives the pledee of allegiance to anvbody amoneg vou




